December 14, 2009
Dear Parents and Students, 

After the holiday break, our class will begin a writing project called the Cuentos Project. This is how the project works: the students will interview a person in their family (preferably a grandparent) and collect their oral story, cuento. They then take what they have heard and transpose it into writing. The story can be one that is heard often, however, not yet written. It can be a story that happened to that person in their childhood too. 

This activity will not only allow students to preserve their family stories but also to learn the interview process, as outlined in our state mandated TEKS, and to connect to family members as they integrate the writing process. In addition this activity will also give the students the opportunity to have conversations with the important adults in their lives. The students will be encouraged to interview the oldest member of their family to better understand and connect to the generations before them. If they do not have an older relative they can interview a parent. 

The students will need to have the attached interview sheet filled out and back to class by January 4, 2010 so we can begin creating this narrative.  The interview assignment is mandatory and the students will receive several grades throughout the project.  If possible, please send in a scanned copy of a piece of memorabilia to go along with the story. These items can include a picture, a letter or a card from that person.  The memorabilia truly enhances the writing, so this is an important item for the project.

Please sign the form below and return it no later than December 16, 2009.   You may log on to www.sanantoniowritingproject.org and click on the cuentos link for more information. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mullen   and Mrs. Gonzalez (ESL Teacher)

_---------------Cuentos Project parent signature page please sign and return-------------------

I have read the above note about the Cuentos Project writing activity. 

Student name______________________________Date__________ 

Parent Signature__________________________________________

